Page Hall History Walk
This walk is of medium length and difficulty. It stays
on paths so is suitable for push chairs and wheel
chairs. Follow the purple line and the numbers in the
hearts match the numbers on the Page Hall History
Walk Information. Please be very careful crossing the
roads and try to only cross these at designated
crossing points.
Enjoy your walk 
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Find us at www.turning-the-page.co.uk and get in touch at
turningthepage@scidteam.net
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FIRVALE COMMUNITY HUB, 127 PAGE HALL RD, SHEFFIELD S4 8GU
We know this now as Firvale Community Hub, but this
used to be the Firth Park Hotel. It was built by the 1890's
and originally called Firth Park Hotel Public House; this
closed as a pub in 2008, and has since become the Fir
Vale Community Hub. Before this building was here this
land was farmland. While you’re here just look across the
road to Hinde Street Mini Market and you’ll notice the
lovely tiles which say Family Butchers. This shop used to
be Spinks Butchers shop and was known for their
homemade meat pies, which would often be bought and
then taken into Firth Park Hotel Pub to be eaten.

As you walk along Rushby Street towards the Oasis Academy Fir
Vale have a look at these early 1900’s walls and the cobbles on
Baretta Street.

WALLS AND COBBLES
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03 FIRVALE SCHOOL, OWLER LN, SHEFFIELD S4 8GB

Firvale School stands here now, but there has been a school on these
grounds since 1889. If you have children that go here why not ask them if
they have seen the remains of the past schools on the roundabout
inside the school? The first school was originally much smaller than the
one you can currently see and was located opposite Firvale Community
Hub and was surrounded by fields on either side of it.

By 1905 the school had grown in size and another school building to the west had been built. The school
kept growing into the 1920's. Next door to the school during the 1920’s were allotments which were used
to bolster food supplies during the World War One. These were located where the current school is
today. By the 1950's the school hadn't grown any further but it had gone through a name change to
Owler Lane Country School and Owler Lane Secondary School. By the 1980's the School had grown to the
size it is currently, and expanded onto the Earl Marshal Campus, where the allotments once were, and
now the playing fields are.
In 1998 this School became Fir Vale School and was opened by Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Phillip,
Duke of Edinburgh. The buildings that you can currently see replaced the older buildings, some of which
were over 100 years old, and the site is now Firvale School, Oasis Academy Firvale and The Sheffield
College Fir Vale Campus.
As you walk along Owler Lane look to your left and notice the hidden old
housing. The housing seen through the metal fence here are remains of
houses which were built in the late 1800's.

HIDDEN HOUSING
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Now head towards Rushby Street
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5) OLD PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHAPEL
This building used to be a Primitive Methodist Chapel that was built in
1889. Look at the plaque for the date located just under the roof above the
doorway. Also if you look closely along the black band on the front you
can also still just about make out the words “Primitive Methodist Chapel”.
By the 1950's it was called the Firvale Methodist Church and in the 1950’s it
was used by Owler Lane School senior pupils for woodworking. It was open
until the early 2000’s. Now it is Needful Things Too.
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This building was once a Co-op and was one of two in this area. These
were much more than just a shop. These Co-ops integrated
educational facilities, libraries and halls that made them a focal point
for communities. This Co-op dates back to at least 1903.

JAMIA MASJID GHAUSIA, FIRTH PARK RD, SHEFFIELD S5 6WN
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This was originally the Trinity Chapel with Sunday School, which was
a Methodist church, before it changed to a Wesleyan church by
1923. However, by the 1930’s the church had gone back to being a
Methodist church. It stopped being used as a Methodist church in
2017, and became a Jamia Masjid Ghausia, and it remains to this
day!
Have a look at the wonderful architecture both of the original church
structure and then the later added minaret.
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OLD GATEWAY

Outside along the wall did you notice the old gateway. This gateway has
been bricked up since it was originally built, but the gate posts are still in
the wall. This gateway may be the old gateway to Skinnerthorpe farm
which was built in the late 1800’s.
ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH (C OF E), BARNSLEY ROAD, SHEFFIELD, S5 7AU
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This is a parish church which was built between 1901-1904 by
John Dodsley Webster & Son. These were local architects and
this is one of their largest works. When you enter you will notice
that there is a beautiful stained glass window. The stained glass
window was designed by Archibald Davies of the Bromsgrove
Guild. He worked with the famous artist William Morris and this
influence can be seen in the detail of the leaves, flowers and
plants.
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THE BEECHES

As you walk up Barnsley Road note the trees to your left. This line of trees has been here since the
1800’s. In the 1890's there was a building called The Beeches, which was owned by the old Fir Vale
Workhouse. This later, in the 1920's, became a Dispensary associated with the hospital buildings.
This was demolished in the 1960’s.
Turn right onto Idsworth Road
FIRTH PARK WORKING MEN’S CLUB, 56 IDSWORTH RD, SHEFFIELD S5 6UP
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The Working Men's Club began its life as a wooden hut on
Hucklow Road but moved to an old nurses' home on Idsworth
Road in 1926-27. A group of friends set up the club and it had
one of the biggest club memberships in Sheffield, nearly 2,000
people. The Working Men's Club used to hold dances on Monday,
Wednesdays and Fridays and host tribute acts on Saturday
nights. It also had a lot of famous people visit including Lynn
Perrie (who was Ivy on Coronation Street), Gerry Dorsey
(Englebert Humperdinck) and Toni Dalli, an operatic tenor.
Footage from The Full Monty was also filmed here. The Working
Men’s Club is still open.
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ROXY/PAGE HALL PICTURE HOUSE
This sadly now dilapidated building was once the wonderful Roxy
and later Page Hall Picture House, which was a Cinema. The
building was built by Ernest Shepherd in 1920. It originally
contained a cafe, billiard hall and in 1929 a ballroom was built.
By the 1970s' the building had become a Bingo Hall and it is now
a shop.
PAGE HALLS FIRST BANK

This building was the areas first bank, and was built by the 1920's.
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THE HAMZA SUPERMARKET, ORIGINALLY A CO-OP, 18-22 PAGE HALL RD, SHEFFIELD S4 8GT
When this building was a Co-op it was much more than just a shop. These Co-ops
integrated educational facilities, libraries and halls that made them a focal point for
communities. This particular one was built in 1910 and was well known for the Balls
and Dances it used to hold
PAGE HALL MARKET PLAQUE
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This area used to be and still is the hub of Page Hall
and this is where the Page Hall Market was located in
1905. It had lots of department stores.
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PAGE HALL

Page Hall was built in 1773 by John Platt for Thomas Broadbent who
was a banker. This was one of the first houses to be built in the
suburbs by someone who had made their money from commerce
rather than industry, though sadly he never lived there. Thomas’s
business failed which meant he had to mortgage the hall to James
Milnes of Wakefield. It was purchased by Mr. Greaves, a merchant
from Sheffield, whose son then sold it to James Dixon in 1834, the
founder of an electro-plating works in Sheffield. In 1894 a Teacher’s
Orphanage for Girls was set up in Page Hall. This orphanage was for
girls whose fathers were permanently incapacitated. The home
housed 60 girls and was open till 1928. Page Hall is currently a
retirement home.

THE OLD FIRTH PARK LIBRARY NOW AN ISLAMIC EDUCATION CENTRE
This is the old Firth Park Library which was built in 1937 by the
City Architect, W.G. Davies. This library was located next to the
tram route which was built along this road in 1909.

THE LODGE AND PAVILION
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Firth Park had been donated by Mark Firth to the City in 1875. At this
time there was a Refreshment Room built by Flockton and Abott
which still stands here today and by 1890 the pavilion was also built.
There used to be a pond located to the north of the refreshment
rooms and by the 1930's a library was built to the south. The Tower
Lodge was built in the 1950’s.
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FIRTH PARK
Firth Park was made from 35 acres of the Page Hall estate given
by Mark Firth in 1875 for the city's second public park. There used
to be a hut where peacocks lived and a band used to play
Wednesday and Sunday nights in the band stand which has now
been demolished. In the 1940's people would go looking around
the bushes near the pond (which is no longer there) for clams.

We hope you enjoyed this family heritage walk, if so why not try one of our other walks which can
be found at www.turning-the-page.co.uk and explore your local area even more.
If you have any questions please email us at turningthepage@scidteam.net

