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Grimesthorpe Heritage Walk
This walk is of long length and medium difficulty. It
stays on paths so is suitable for push chairs and wheel
chairs. Follow the green line and the numbers in the
hearts match the numbers on the Information.
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Please be very careful crossing the roads and try to
only cross these at designated crossing points.
Enjoy your walk 
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Find us at www.turning-the-page.co.uk and get in touch at
turningthepage@scidteam.net
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This was originally a former Anglican church of St Thomas. This church
was built to cope with the growing population in this area after the
opening of the railway in 1838. The church cost £1,600 to build, which
doesn’t sound like a huge amount of money for a building of this size but
in 1852 it was! The land was donated to the congregation by Earl
Fitzwilliam, and the church was designed by local architects Flockton and
Son. The church was completed in 1853 and consecrated by the
Archbishop of York in 1854. The church closed in 1979 and during the
1980’s was used as the Sheffield School of gymnastics. It was then
restored as part of the TV series Challenge Anneka to serve as a training
centre for Greentop Circus. Greentop Circus is now a huge part of the
local community and works hard to inspire and strengthen communities.
Why not have a look around the graveyard, though be careful as the
ground is uneven. What’s the oldest gravestone you can find?

GREENTOP CIRCUS

This used to be The Brightside Parish Church Mission Hall and GRIMESTHORPE FAMILY CENTRE
Sunday School built in the early 1900’s. Can you find the date stone
laid by Miss Vickers which says the specific date? By the 1960’s it
became a Family Centre. From here there was a huge range of
activities organised including days out, pie and pea nights, classes
and fairs. The building is currently under renovations so keep an
eye for when activities start up again here!
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Now if you head down the hill to the traffic lights, safely cross the
road onto Upwell Street and walk towards the Ball Inn.

03 ARAM SUPERMARKET

This road used to have two local pubs on it built in the
1890’s. The first you will notice is now where the Aram
supermarket is. Before this it was a pub called the Sheffield
Arms built by the 1890’s and was here till 2015. In 2016 the
Aram supermarket opened and has managed to restore the
building to what you see now.

Now continue walking to the Ball Inn. This pub was built in 1905 and had a
dedicated snooker room. The pub is still in use today. The sign on the side
of the Ball, ‘Bentley’s Rotherham’, is an advert for a long-lost Rotherham
brewery. Bentley’s Old Brewery (Rotherham) Ltd. was founded by Robert
John Bentley in 1820. The Company was taken over by Bradford-based
Hammond's United Breweries in 1956.

05

WATER PUMP

BALL INN
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Now continue walking along Upwell Street and you will come to a very
small side street at the back of the Wesleyan Church. Head down that
little street and as you walk over it just remember Bagley Dike is running
underneath your feet, and if you look over the wall you might be able to
spot a kingfisher! You will also notice the plaque on the back of the
building which says ‘Wesleyan Reform Sunday School Built by Subscription
1831’. At the end of this little street you will see a relic of times before
people had taps in their homes, a water pump. This pump was put here in
1836, when the surrounding area was mainly fields, to supply the
surrounding farmsteads and homes with drinking water.

Next to this pump is the Wesleyan Reform Church which was built on
here in 1887, can you find the stone laid by George Shaw? The church WESLEYAN REFORM CHURCH 06
is still in use and inside of this church is a memorial to six men who lost
their lives in World War One who were from Grimesthorpe. Now if you
walk around this building you will notice a crossing, use this to cross to
the other side of the road and walk back down Upwell Street, back to
opposite the Ball Inn. As you walk towards the pub notice the old walls
and bricked up gateways hidden amongst the shrubs, these have been
here since the 1800’s.

07 MADNI JAMIA MASJID AND ISLAMIC CENTRE

Then turn left up Wincobank Lane and stop opposite the Madni Jamia
Masjid and Islamic Centre – This was once the Wesley Hall Methodist
Church built in 1921, this church has replaced the Grimesthorpe Wesleyan
Methodist Church which had been built in 1833 and stood where the park is
now located. By 1993 this Church had closed and was being refurbished to
be used as a Mosque.
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THE PARK

Now walk up Wincobank Lane to the park which sits at the bottom of
Wincobank Wood. This park is full of history! This park used to be the
location of the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, built in 1833 and was here until
1921. There was also a graveyard in the park linked to this Church. The
stone gate posts which can be seen in the photos below are still present in
the walls today, can you spot them? Two of the memorial stones from the
graveyard still stands in the park today, one is dedicated to the Batty
family and the other is dedicated to the Whitton family who lived in
Grimesthorpe in the 1800’s, can you find both of them? In more recent
history there is also the community Christmas Tree planted by Cllr Peter
Price which is decorated and sung around every Christmas by the local
community. Excitingly, in the woods behind this park there is also an Iron
Age Hillfort, which we will explore in one of our other heritage walks.

Now if you continue a little up the hill and stop on the corner of
Skelwith Road, you will notice that on this house you can very
faintly see the remains of paint on the side of the building which
say the words ‘SHOP’ - this home used to be a local corner shop.
Now safely cross over the road to continue up Wincobank Lane,
but before you do just take a moment to look back down the hill
and really appreciate the view from here, this view with the
stunning Emaan Trust Islamic Centre looks incredible at sunset!

10 THE GRANGE
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SHOP AND SUNSET

Now continue to walk along Wincobank Lane until you get to Beacon Croft.
On this corner there still stands a farm house that was built in the 1800’s
and was called The Grange. This farmhouse is a reminder of when this
area used to be miles and miles of farmland before the industrial
revolution. Now be ready for a bit of a longer stretch, continue to walk up
to Beacon Way and turn right down this road, it will lead into Jenkin
Avenue and keeping walking till you get to Jenkin Drive, then turn right
down this road and walk to the end. As you walk just have a think, up until
1950’s this area was still farmland with none of the housing that you see
here now!

If you look left up the road you will notice a green street light. This is
one of Sheffield’s 84 Sewer Lamps. The lamps were installed at places
where sewer gases were likely to collect, such as at the tops of hills.
The lamps were put up between 1914 and 1935.

12 CHURCH OF ST MARGRET

SEWER LAMP
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Continue on down Jenkin Road and walk towards the Church that
you will begin to see. You will shortly reach the Church of St
Margret, built in 1934 and designed by Flockton and Son, local
architects who also designed the Church of St Thomas, where
Greentop is now located. Inside the church there are memorials
for World War One and World War Two.

Once you have had a look around the building,
continue down Jenkin Road, on your right you will notice
the old church walls continue down this road. Where
the park is now, there were once allotments which
helped to feed the local community during World War
Two. At the bottom of the road turn right into the
carpark. Look out towards Brightside Nursery and Infant
School which lays out past the railway tracks. This
school was built in 1880 by ER Robson for the Sheffield
School Board, following the 1870 Education Act. Between
1873-1881 Sheffield had 22 schools built and by 1877,
31,000 children attended these schools. The school
used to be called Brightside County School.

14 BRIGHTSIDE AND CARBROOK CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

BRIGHTSIDE NURSERY AND INFANT SCHOOL 13

Walk to the other side of the carpark which will bring you to Eben
Street. Opposite you is Steel City Style, in a large redbrick building
which used to be the Brightside and Carbrook Co-operative
Society building. We are still currently gathering some more
information on this building, so if you have any please do get in
contact!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Continue down Holywell Road until you reach the turning on to Deane
Street. Here there are two buildings of note. Firstly, you have the old
Sunday School which is now a design studio. This Sunday School was built
by the 1920’s and supported the Methodist Church which was once
located further up Deane Street. The church was demolished by the 1980’s,
at which point the Sunday School became a Works.
THE RAILWAY
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Cross over to the other side of Deane Street and you will be
standing outside of The Railway public house. This pub has been
here since the 1900’s and was once known as The Railway Hotel.

17 BRIGHTSIDE COLLIERY MEMORIAL WHEEL
Continue walking down Holywell Road until you reach the
Brightside Colliery Memorial Wheel. On this site there was
once farmland, but in the 1860’s-1877 the Brightside Colliery
stood here. Brightside Colliery is sadly famous for a terrible
accident which occurred on the 12th April, 1867. On this day
the Day Shift left at 4 p.m. and replaced by the men of the
Night Shift, who would work until 4 a.m the following
morning, not realising that this would be their final shift.
They were to be lowered down into the mine in a cage
which was described as a large box or chest with a roof
and massive iron bars on the sides to stop the men falling
out. There were two cages and as one went down the other
came up. The engineman lowered the cage and it had
gone only a few yards when the rope suddenly snapped
and the men fell 182 metres (taller than the Blackpool
Tower) to their deaths.
The men on the pitbrow heard an agonising shriek from the
shaft and the next moment the engine man found that the
weight had gone off the engine. On arriving at the pit
bottom a party found the cage which contained the men
in “almost a thousand pieces” and the ascending cage had
also fallen. The massive iron bars were twisted and buckled
and the bodies horribly mutilated. The memorial and the
plaque remember those who died that day.
INDUSTRY
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Now continue down this road as you make your way back to Greentop Circus, and just imagine what
this area would have once looked like in the 1890’s when the River Don Works which specialised in
armour plate and guns operated here, later joined by the Grimesthorpe Gasworks by the 1900’s. The
River Don Works became the Vickers Works by the 1930’s and by the 1960’s the series of smaller units
you now see along the road were a range of workshops and shops including an engineering works,
grinding works, warehouse and bakery.

1930’S HOLYWELL ROAD

We hope you enjoyed this heritage walk. Please do send us any feedback or if you have
more information that we have missed we would love to hear so we can add more to the
walk! Email: turningthepage@scidteam.net
www.turning-the-page.co.uk

